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 R2103  

MAINTAINING PLANT HEALTH 
 

Level 2 
 

Monday 6 February 2023 
 

13:30 – 14:20 
 

Written Examination 
 

 Candidate Number: ………………………………………………………………… 
 
 Candidate Name: …………………………………………………………………… 
 
 Centre Name: ……………………………………………………………….………. 

Please read carefully before commencing:  

i) The duration of this paper is 50 minutes; 
ii) ALL questions should be attempted; 
iii) EACH question carries 10 marks; 
iv) Write your answers legibly in the spaces provided. It is NOT 

necessary that all lined space is used in answering the 
questions; 

v) Use METRIC measurements only; 
vi) Use black or blue ink only. Pencil can be used for drawing 

purposes only. Ensure that all diagrams are labelled accurately 
with the line touching the named object; 

vii) Where plant names are required, they should include genus, 
species and where appropriate, cultivar; 

viii) Where a question requires a specific number of answers; only 
the first answers given that meet the question requirement will be 
accepted, regardless of the number of answers offered; 

ix) Please note, when the word ‘distinct’ is used within a question, 
it means that the items have different characteristics or features. 
 

Including examiner comments 
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ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS 

  MARKS 
Q1 a) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     b) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Describe ONE method of physical, cultural and biological control for NAMED pests 
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  MARKS 
Q2 a) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
     b) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Describe the symptoms on plants of two spotted spider mite. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

………………………………………………………………………………………….

…….…………………………...……………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

………………………………………………………………………………………….

…….…………………………...……………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………….

…….…………………………...………………………………………………………

……..………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

………………………………………………………………………………………….

…….…………………………...………………………………………………………

……..………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

………………………………………………………………………………………….

…….…………………………...………………………………………………………

……..………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

Describe TWO non-pesticide methods of minimising the effects of two spotted spider 

mite on plant health. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……..………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……..………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 
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                                                                                               Please turn over/….. 

Total Mark 
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  MARKS 
Q3 a) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     b) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 

 
 
 
   c) 

 
 
 
 

 
     

Name TWO bacterial diseases that can cause plant health problems. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

………………………...……………………………………………………………..…

……………….……………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

Describe how bacterial diseases can spread amongst plants.
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  MARKS 
Q4 a) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     b) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      
 
 

 

Describe the life cycle of honey fungus. 

…………..……………………………………………..………..……..……………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

….……………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………….…………..……………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

…………………………………………………..………………………..…………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

…………………………………………………....……………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

…………………………………………………..………………………..…………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

…………………………………………………....……………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

…………………………………………………....……………………………………. 

Describe TWO distinct methods of minimising the effects and spread of honey 
fungus. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

…………………………………………………....……………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

…………………………………………………..………………………..…………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

…………………………………………………....……………………………………. 

…………………………………………………....……………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

…………………………………………………....……………………………………. 

…………………………………………………....……………………………………. 
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                                                                                                 Please turn over/….. 

Total Mark 
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©These questions are the property of the Royal Horticultural Society. 

They must not be reproduced or sold. 

 

The Royal Horticultural Society, Wisley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6QB. 

Charity Registration Number: 222879/SC038262 
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R2103 

MAINTAINING PLANT HEALTH 
 
 

Level 2 
 

Monday 6 February 2023 
 

 
Candidates Registered     

  
Total Candidates Passed  

  

Candidates Entered   292 
 

Passed with Commendation            62 
 

Candidates Absent/Withdrawn   TBA  
 

Passed  141 
 

Candidates Deferred TBA   Failed    89 
 

 
  
Senior Examiner’s Comments: 

1 Candidates should be able to demonstrate a good range of plant knowledge and be 

able to give accurately named plant examples where appropriate. Common names 

and generic names are often too vague and cannot be rewarded in the positive 

manner that genus, species and where appropriate, variety/cultivar can. This is 

particularly important when answering questions relating to particular (named) 

plant(s). Marks can only be awarded for these narratives where the example(s) are 

correctly and fully identified. 

 

2 Candidates must be able to display accurate knowledge of the technical terms and 

concepts detailed in the syllabus, in the context of horticulture and also be aware that 

wider interpretation will not be rewarded. The examination should be regarded as a 

possible introduction to higher level studies, which will only be open to those who are 

in possession of a clear understanding of the horticultural terms and concepts which 

are current.  

 

3 The introductory rubric given on the first page of each question paper should be read 

carefully by candidates. At each examination there are a significant number of 

candidates who ignore or misread the instructions given and consequently may not 

perform as well as they could have done.  

 

4 Candidates should pace themselves during each paper. The most successful 

candidates allow sufficient time to read the question thoroughly before answering it 

and also take time to read through their answers. They should take care to write as 

legibly as possible, so that the examiner is in no doubt about what is intended. 

 

5 Candidates need to interpret key words within questions, particularly those such as 

‘state’, ‘list’ and ‘describe’. Questions requiring descriptions or explanations obviously 

require a more detailed answer than those requiring a list. 
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6 It is important to ensure that responses to questions are to the point. Candidates 

should bear in mind that small sketches might be used to convey information more 
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Q1 

a)  Describe ONE method of physical, cultural and biological control for NAMED pests 
or diseases by completing the table below: 

 

Method of control ONE distinct NAMED pest 
OR disease for EACH 

Description of method 

Physical  
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 Benefits: 

 there are no harmful chemical residues/risks to the operator or beneficial 
insects 

 there is no requirement for a harvest interval in edible crops 

 less reliance on environmental conditions when compared to biological 
control 

 physical control measures can be put in place at any time of the year, unlike 
biological controls. 

 

Marks could not be awarded to candidates who stated ‘environmentally friendly’ and 

reference to the expense of physical controls without qualification of their answer. 

Limitations: 

 yellow or blue sticky traps can trap beneficial insects as well as harmful ones 

 the timing of installing crop covers is critical e.g. enviromesh needs to be in 
place before the pest is present 

 many physical controls e.g. netting etc. are made from non-biodegradable 
materials 

 the use of crop covers makes access for specific operations e.g. weeding 
difficult. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




