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Written Examination 
 

 Candidate Number: ………………………………………………………………… 
 
 Candidate Name: …………………………………………………………………… 
 
 Centre Name: ……………………………………………………………….………. 

 

 Ofqual Unit Code: Y/505/2835 
Please turn over/….. 

IMPORTANT – Please read carefully before commencing: 

i) The duration of this paper is 50 minutes; 
ii) ALL questions should be attempted; 
iii) EACH question carries 10 marks; 
iv) Write your answers legibly in the spaces provided. It is NOT 

necessary that all lined space is used in answering the 
questions; 

v) Use METRIC measurements only; 
vi) Use black or blue ink only. Pencil can be used for drawing 

purposes only. Ensure that all diagrams are labelled accurately 
with the line touching the named object; 

vii) Where plant names are required, they should include genus, 
species and where appropriate, cultivar; 

viii) Where a question requires a specific number of answers; only 
the first answers given that meet the question requirement will be 
accepted, regardless of the number of answers offered; 

ix) Please note, when the word ‘distinct’ is used within a question, 
it means that the items have different characteristics or features. 
 

Including examiner comments 





 

3 

 

  MARKS 
Q2 a) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     b) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     c) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Name TWO ephemeral weeds. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

………………..……………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

………………………………………………………………………………………….

…….…………………………...……………………………………………………… 

Describe the problems that ephemeral weeds can cause in a NAMED 

horticultural situation. 

………………………………………………………………………………………….

…….…………………………...………………………………………………………

……..………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

………………………………………………………………………………………….

…….…………………………...………………………………………………………

……..………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

………………………………………………………………………………………….

…….…………………………...………………………………………………………

……..………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

Describe ONE method of controlling ephemeral weeds. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……..………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….… 
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R2103 

MAINTAINING PLANT HEALTH 
 

Level 2 
 

Monday 19 June 2023 
 

Candidates Registered       317 
 

Total Candidates Passed  203     69% 
Candidates Entered   292  92% Passed with Commendation          62      21% 
Candidates Absent/Withdrawn      22   7% Passed 141     48% 
Candidates Deferred  3   1% Failed  89      31% 

 

   

 
 
Senior Examiner’s Comments: 

 

1 Candidates should be able to demonstrate a good range of plant knowledge and be 

able to give accurately named plant examples where appropriate. Common names 

and generic names are often too vague and cannot be rewarded in the positive 

manner that genus, species and where appropriate, variety/cultivar can. This is 

particularly important when answering questions relating to particular (named) 

plant(s). Marks can only be awarded for these narratives where the example(s) are 
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Q1 a) 
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Q3 a) 
 
      b) 
 
 
 
 
Q3 a) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     b) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Describe the damage that rabbits can cause in a garden. 

Describe TWO distinct and humane methods of protecting garden plants from damage 

by rabbits. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Most candidates had a good understanding of the damage that rabbits can cause in a garden 

and achieved full marks. Suitable descriptions included:  

Rabbits will eat soft green plant tissue e.g. new growth on herbaceous perennials or vegetables. 

They will also eat woody plants which can be grazed to a height of 50cm when the rabbits stand 

on their hind legs. Bark on woody plants is also gnawed and can be killed if the tree/branch is 

ring-barked. Rabbits dig holes underneath plants by burrowing, damaging plant roots and dig 

scrapes in flower beds and lawns which look unsightly. 

 
 

Candidates were required to describe humane methods of protecting garden plants from damage 

by rabbits to gain maximum marks. Suitable answers included:  

 rabbit proof fencing made from wire netting with a mesh size of 30mm and a 
height of 120cm is buried to a depth of 30cm with the lower part bent outwards to 
prevent burrowing 

 plastic spiral, weld mesh or biodegradable tree guards can be placed around the 
lower 50-75cm of the stem of trees 

 Shooting or trapping rabbits by a qualified professional who holds a licence.   
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Q4 a) 
 
      b) 
 
      c) 
 
 
 

Q4 a) 
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     c) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 

 
      
 

Describe the symptoms of rose black spot. 

State how rose black spot spreads. 

Describe TWO methods of preventing plant health problems from rose black spot. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

A good understanding of the symptoms of rose black spot were required by candidates to 

achieve full marks. The best answers included: 

Black spots appear on the upper surface of rose leaves which in time turn yellow, (around the 
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