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Describe FIVE hardy annuals from distinct genera, suitable for planting in a domestic 
garden giving ONE decorative merit for EACH by completing the table below. 

 

Plant Name Decorative Merit 
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Name TWO soft landscape features of knot gardens. 
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Describe how TWO NAMED hard landscaping elements can contribute to cohesion 
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Describe TWO distinct landscape construction materials chosen at the design stage 
for their environmental sustainability. 
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Describe TWO distinct working practices that can minimise waste during garden 

construction. 
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Q8 a) 
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Name TWO soft landscape features associated with an informal garden style. 

                                                                                  

............................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................... 

............................................................................................................................ 

Describe FOUR herbaceous perennials from distinct genera which could be grown in 
an informal garden by completing the table below. 

Plant Name Decorative Merit 
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R2111 

UNDERSTANDING GARDEN FEATURES, PLANT SELECTION  
& PLANNING 

 
 

Level 2 
 

Tuesday 7 February 2023 
 

 
Candidates Registered     

  
Total Candidates Passed  

  

Candidates Entered    637 
 

Passed with Commendation           327 
 

Candidates Absent/Withdrawn    TBA 
 

Passed   217 
 

Candidates Deferred TBA   Failed     93  
 

 
  
Senior Examinerôs Comments: 

1 Candidates should be able to demonstrate a good range of plant knowledge and be able to give 
accurately named plant examples where appropriate. Common names and generic names are often 
too vague and cannot be rewarded in the positive manner that genus, species and where appropriate, 
variety/cultivar can. This is particularly important when answering questions relating to particular 
(named) plant(s). Marks can only be awarded for these narratives where the example(s) are correctly 
and fully identified. 

 

2 Candidates must be able to display accurate knowledge of the technical terms and concepts detailed 
in the syllabus, in the context of horticulture and also be aware that wider interpretation will not be 
rewarded. The examination should be regarded as a possible introduction to higher level studies, 
which will only be open to those who are in possession of a clear understanding of the horticultural 
terms and concepts which are current.  

 

3 The introductory rubric given on the first page of each question paper should be read carefully by 
candidates. At each examination there are a significant number of candidates who ignore or misread 
the instructions given and consequently may not perform as well as they could have done.  

 

4 Candidates should pace themselves during each paper. The most successful candidates allow 
sufficient time to read the question thoroughly before answering it and also take time to read through 
their answers. They should take care to write as legibly as possible, so that the examiner is in no 
doubt about what is intended. 

 

5 �&�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�V���Q�H�H�G���W�R���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W���N�H�\���Z�R�U�G�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�����S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���W�K�R�V�H���V�X�F�K���D�V���µ�V�W�D�W�H�¶�����µ�O�L�V�W�¶���D�Q�G��
�µ�G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�¶�����4�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�L�Q�J���G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q�V���R�U���H�[�S�O�D�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�E�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���D���P�R�U�H���G�H�W�D�L�O�H�G���D�Q�V�Z�H�U��
than those requiring a list. 

 

6 It is important to ensure that responses to questions are to the point. Candidates should bear in mind 

that small sketches might be used to convey information more succinctly than words. 

 

7 Successful candidates ensure that their answers are focused and to the point. It is disappointing when 
they cannot be rewarded for their efforts because the answer is irrelevant to the particular question. 
Candidates should take note of the mark allocation for specific sections and allocate their time and 
efforts accordingly. 
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8 Diagrams can enhance an answer and where appropriate can replace detailed descriptions. They 
should be large, clear and well annotated, ensuring that labels are properly attached to the features 
they describe. Diagrams should preferably be in pencil. Colour may be used successfully but only 
where it is relevant to the answer. 

 

9 In each examination it is clear that some candidates are ill prepared to answer papers of the type set. 
It is essential that candidates have the opportunity to practice questions. Ideally some papers should 
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Q1 

 

a)      Describe FIVE hardy annuals from distinct genera, suitable for planting in a domestic garden giving     
ONE decorative merit for EACH by completing the table below. 

 

Plant Name Decorative Merit 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

Q1) A range of suitable hardy annuals and their decorative merits were provided by the best candidates 

who achieved full marks. These included: 

 

  

Plant Name Decorative Merit 

Lathyrus odoratus Climbing plant with tendrils. The flowers have 
wine-red standard petals and purple wings and 
keels. 

 

Calendula officinalis Open, daisy-like flowers with vivid orange 
petals. 

 

Limnanthes douglasii Open, bowl-shaped yellow flowers with white-
tipped petals. 

 

Nigella damascena 

�µ�0�L�V�V���-�H�N�\�O�O�¶ 

Feathery foliage and pale blue semi-double 
flowers. 

 

Papaver commutatum 

�µ�/�D�G�\�E�L�U�G�¶ 

Open, brilliant crimson flowers with a large 
black spot near the base of each petal. 

 

Helianthus annuus A large open flower with an outer circle of 
yellow petals and a central brown disc. 

 

 

 Candidates who named plants with perennial or biennial life cycles could not be awarded any marks.  

 

 No marks could be awarded to candidates who named a genus and not the species of a plant where 
not all of the genus were applicable to the question e.g. Papaver spp. many of which are perennial. 
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Q2 

 

a)         Describe how to carry out the linear surveying technique using offsets. 
 

b)         Name TWO items of equipment necessary to carry out a linear survey. 
 

c)         Describe the reasons for measuring TWO NAMED garden features during a survey using offsets. 

 

 

 

Q2a) Candidates who had a good understanding of how to carry out the linear surveying technique using 
offsets were awarded full marks. Suitable answers included: 

 

�x establishing a fixed baseline tape along a fixed datum line e.g. a house 

�x taking a measurement from the feature being surveyed to the baseline 

�x �H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���R�I�I�V�H�W���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�P�H�Q�W���P�H�H�W�V���W�K�H���E�D�V�H�O�L�Q�H���D�W���D�������f���D�Q�J�O�H 

�x take a measurement along the baseline to where it is met by the offset measurement to 
accurately position the offset 

�x record all measurements on a survey sketch. 
 

Q2b) The majority of candidates were able to name suitable items of equipment necessary to carry out a 
linear survey and gained maximum marks. These included: 

 

 30m or 50m landscape measuring tape, rigid measuring tape, pegs and line, paper and pencil/pen. 

 

Q2c) Good descriptions of the reasons for measuring specific garden features during a survey using offsets 

were provided by many candidates who achieved maximum marks. Suitable answers included: 

 

�x the base of a tree trunk located very close to a baseline, making it easy, and convenient to plot 
it by means of an offset rather than by triangulation which could involve two longer 
measurements 

�x multiple points along the edge of a wildlife pond can be recorded using offsets to a baseline, 
enabling the accurate recording of a curving or irregular shaped outline 

�x to record the location of each of several trees in a copse, or together in a garden. It would be 
easier and quicker to offset to a baseline than record many triangulation measurements. 
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            Balance 

 Balance is created through the use of symmetry. Patterns created by low clipped hedges which are 
designed to be viewed from above are repeated on either side of paths providing an axis in bilateral or 
quadrilateral symmetry. 

 

 Form 

 Form of intricate patterns of hedges is repeated in knot gardens. The hedges are formed to interweave 
and are designed to replicate Elizabethan embroidery, often designed to be viewed from above. 

 

 Unit and Cohesion 

 Unit and cohesion are achieved through the repetition of colour, materials and texture in plants and 
materials. A single plant species, e.g. Buxus microphylla is used for all hedging, and as single plant 
infill e.g. Lavandula angustifolia is used consistently throughout. Crushed red brick is used to form all 
paths through the knot garden. 

 Other design principles which are used in knot gardens include: 

 

 scale/proportion, movement/direction, rhythm, repetition, simplicity. 

 

 Candidates who described the use of symmetry as a design principle could not be awarded any 
marks. Symmetry can be an element used to create balance within gardens but is not a principle in its 
own right. 
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Q5 

 

a)     Describe how TWO NAMED hard landscaping elements can contribute to cohesion in a garden.  

 

b)     Name ONE natural and ONE man-made material suitable for hard landscaping elements. 

 

 

Q5a) Candidates who had a good understanding of how specific hard landscaping elements can contribute 
to cohesion in a garden were awarded full marks. Suitable answers included: 

 

 Unity/cohesion is the consistent use of, and linking of elements in the garden. All parts of the design 
form a unified whole, linked by consistent styles, materials, forms or colours in hard landscaping and 
planting. 

 

 Patio 

 A patio could be made from natural sandstone paving stones repeating the material around the garden 
and in the natural sandstone of the house. This material could also be repeated in other structures e.g. 
the uprights of a pergola and dry stone boundary walls. 

 

 Paths 

 �7�K�H���V�W�\�O�H���V�K�D�S�H���R�I���S�D�W�K�V���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���F�R�K�H�V�L�Y�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�W�\�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���J�D�U�G�H�Q�����6�W�U�D�L�J�K�W���S�D�W�K�V���Z�L�W�K�������f���D�Q�J�O�H�V��
of polished granite will suit a formal garden style while curved, meandering paths 
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Q6 

a)         Name TWO suitable grass species for EACH of TWO NAMED 
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Q7 

 

a)    Describe TWO distinct landscape construction materials chosen at the design stage for their 
environmental sustainability. 

 

b)     Describe TWO distinct working practices that can minimise waste during garden construction. 

 

 

 

Q7a) The best candidates described specific 
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Q8 

 

a)     Name TWO soft landscape features associated with an informal garden style                                                                                      

 

b)      Describe FOUR herbaceous perennials from distinct genera which could be grown in an informal    

garden. 

Plant Name Decorative Merit 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Q8a) Candidates named a range of suitable soft landscape features associated with an informal garden 
style and were awarded full marks. These included:  

 

�x mixed borders of herbaceous plants, annuals, grasses and self-seedling annuals 

�x mixed native hedging allowed to flower and fruit 

�x sweeping herbaceous borders and drifts of grasses 

�x wildflower meadows of native flowering plant species 

�x wildlife ponds with marginal, deep water and bog plants. 
 

 

Q8b) Most candidates had a good knowledge of herbaceous perennials which could be grown in an informal 

garden and achieved maximum marks. Suitable answers included: 

  

Plant name Decorative merit 

Acanthus spinosus Narrow, arching dark green leaves, deeply cut 
to the 
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Q10 

 

a)       State the difference between hazard and risk as used in risk assessments: 

i) hazard; 
ii) risk. 

 

b)        State ONE way that the topography of a garden may be hazardous to users. 

 

c)         Describe ONE design solution for the situation stated in b) which will minimise risks caused by site   
topography 

 

Q10a) Candidates who clearly understood the difference between hazard and risk as used in risk 
assessments gained full marks. Acceptable answers included: 

 

 i) Hazard 

A hazard is something, a situation or feature which could be a potential source of harm or 
adverse health effect on people. 

 

ii) Risk 

A risk is the likelihood that a person might be harmed or suffer an adverse health effect if 
exposed to a hazard together with the actual severity of the injury or health effect. 

 

Q10b) Many candidates correctly stated how the topography of a garden may be hazardous to users and 
achieved maximum marks. Suitable answers included: 

 

 A steep slope in the garden which is unsuitable for a wheelchair user due to the risk of poor traction 
between the wheels and a slippery surface e.g. grass. The speed of movement with gravity down the 
slope would be unsafe and there would be the risk that the wheelchair could tip over. 

 

 Other hazards associated with topography include: 

  

 Undulations (bumps and hollows) which may present trip hazards and low-lying areas may be boggy 
and slippery when wet. 

 

Q10c) A range of relevant design solutions which will minimise risks caused by site topography were 

provided by the best candidates who were awarded full marks. These included: 

 

 Build a path to gently wind back and forth across the slope, including a non-slip surface treatment 
material and handrail. 

 

 Install steps with even risers, (for non-wheelchair users) a handrail to steady users if they stumble and 
treads with a non-slip surface. 

 

 

 

 

 


