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ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS 
  MARKS 

Q1 a) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     b) 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 

Describe how to accurately plot an irregular shaped garden feature, using the offset 
method of surveying. 
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Identify FOUR items of equipment used when carrying out the offset method of 
surveying.  
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............................................................................................................................ 
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                                                                                                   Please see over/é.. 

 

Total Mark 



 

3 

  MARKS 
Q2 a) 
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Q3 a) 
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Q4 a) 
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  MARKS 
Q5 a) 
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State what is meant by the term “grown as a biennial”.      
 

.......................................................................................................................... 
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............................................................................................................................
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MARKS 

Q7 a)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    b) 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
    

Name TWO suitable grass species for EACH of the following types of lawn: 
 

i) hard wearing utility 
ii) shade tolerant 

 

i)..........................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................ 

ii)........................................................................................................................ 
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Q8 a) 
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  MARKS 

Q9 a)) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    b) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Describe THREE distinct NAMED half hardy annual plants for seasonal bedding by 
completing the table below. 

 

Half hardy 
annual 

Decorative merit 

  

  

  

 

Name TWO distinct NAMED alpine or rock garden plants by completing the table 
below: 

 
 
Alpine or rock 
garden plant 

Decorative merit 
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RHS LEVEL 2 CERTIFICATE IN THE PRINCIPLES OF GARDEN PLANNING,  

 

ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE 

 

6th FEBRUARY 2024 

 

Senior Examinerôs Comments: 

 

1 Candidates should be able to demonstrate a good range of plant knowledge and be 
able to give accurately named plant examples where appropriate. Common names 
and generic names are often too vague and cannot be rewarded in the positive 
manner that genus, species and where appropriate, variety/cultivar can. This is 
particularly important when answering questions relating to particular (named) 
plant(s). Marks can only be awarded for these narratives where the example(s) are 
correctly and fully identified. 

 

2 Candidates must be able to display accurate knowledge of the technical terms and 
concepts detailed in the syllabus, in the context of horticulture and also be aware that 
wider interpretation will not be rewarded. The examination should be regarded as a 
possible introduction to higher level studies, which will only be open to those who are 
in possession of a clear understanding of the horticultural terms and concepts which 
are current.  

 

3 The introductory rubric given on the first page of each question paper should be read 
carefully by candidates. At each examination there are a significant number of 
candidates who ignore or misread the instructions given and consequently may not 
perform as well as they could have done.  

 

4 Candidates should pace themselves during each paper. The most successful 
candidates allow sufficient time to read the question thoroughly before answering it 
and also take time to read through their answers. They should take care to write as 
legibly as possible, so that the examiner is in no doubt about what is intended. 

 

5 Candidates need to interpret key words within questions, particularly those such as 
‘state’, ‘list’ and ‘describe’. Questions requiring descriptions or explanations obviously 
require a more detailed answer than those requiring a list. 

 

6 It is important to ensure that responses to questions are to the point. Candidates 
should bear in mind that small sketches might be used to convey information more 
succinctly than words. 

 

7 Successful candidates ensure that their answers are focused and to the point. It is 
disappointing when they cannot be rewarded for their efforts because the answer is 
irrelevant to the particular question. Candidates should take note of the mark 
allocation for specific sections and allocate their time and efforts accordingly. 

 

8 Diagrams can enhance an answer and where appropriate can replace detailed 
descriptions. They should be large, clear and well annotated, ensuring that labels are 
properly attached to the features they describe. Diagrams should preferably be in 
pencil. Colour may be used successfully but only where it is relevant to the answer. 
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9 In each examination it is clear that some candidates are ill prepared to answer 
papers of the type set. It is essential that candidates have the opportunity to practice 
questions. Ideally some papers should be answered in a time constrained situation. 
Appropriate feedback must, in any case be provided. 
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Examinerôs Comments: 

 

Unit R2111 Understanding Garden Features, Plant Selection and Planning 

 

 



 

16 

  

Select the correct term to describe the following statements 

by completing the table below. 

Statement Hazard 

 �9 

Risk 

�9 

Terminal spines on Agave sp   

Skin damage caused by prickles on 
Rosa sp. 

  

Bruises from tripping on uneven path   

Wet paving due to fountain splash   
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�x check and record all deteriorated garden buildings and hard landscaping 
features. They need to be repaired or removed and replaced to reduce the 
risk of injury to garden users 

�x vegetation – is the current and intended vegetation likely to pose a risk e.g. is 
it poisonous or thorny and will it require maintenance. 
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Describe THREE distinct examples of microclimates that can be found in gardens. 

 
State ONE way that EACH of the follow mg may affect work on a garden site: 

i) topography 
ii) access 

 

 

Q3a) Candidates who had a good understanding of microclimates found in gardens 
achieved maximum marks. Acceptable answers included: 

 

 Rain shadow is an area protected from prevailing winds and therefore rain so it 
remains predominantly dry in all but the wettest weather. This is typically created by 
the house or other building or by overhanging trees or shrubs. 

 

 Frost pocket 
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State what is meant by the term “grown as a biennial”      

 

Describe TWO NAMED plants grown as biennials that could be included in a cottage garden 
border by completing the table below.  

Plant Name Decorative merit Planting situation 

   

   

 

Describe ONE way in which plants can contribute to cohesion in a cottage garden     
 

Q5a)  Candidates who had a good understanding of the term “grown as a biennial” gained 
maximum marks. Suitable answers included: 

 

 A biennial is a plant which has a vegetative stage in the first growing season, flowers 
in the second growing season and completes its life cycle at the end of the second 
growing season. 

 

 Some perennial plants are grown as biennials due to their loss of vigour during the 
third growing season. 

 

Q5b) The majority of candidates were able to describe plants grown as biennials that could 
be included in a cottage garden border and achieved maximum marks. Suitable 
answers included: 

 

  

Plant Name Decorative merit Planting situation 

Digitalis purpurea 
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Name THREE horizontal garden features stating ONE distinct, specific type of hard 
landscape material used in the construction of EACH feature by completing the table below. 

 

 Garden Feature Hard Landscape material 

  

  

  

 

Describe TWO hard landscape elements which could be used to support climbing plants 

 

Q6a) Candidates who correctly named horizontal garden features and hard landscape 

materials used in their construction gained full marks. These included: 

 

  

Horizontal garden feature Hard landscape material 

Path Poured in-situ concrete. 

 

Patio Square cut limestone slab flags. 

 

Steps Softwood timber railway sleepers for 
risers. 

  

 Candidates who named vertical garden features e.g. fence, pergola, arch could not 
be awarded any marks. 

 

Q6b) Candidates who had a good knowledge of hard landscape elements that could be 

use to support climbing plants achieved maximum marks. Suitable answers included: 

 

 Timber pergola constructed from square cut hardwood posts, beams and rails over 
a sunny patio. Plants with twining stems e.g. Lonicera periclymenum could be tied in 
and encouraged to grow up the posts and across the beams. 

 

 Rustic archway at the entrance to a cottage garden, made from hazel branches with 

the bark still attached and used to train a climbing rose over it. 

 

 Timber trellis screen located to screen waste bins in a garden, made from crossed 
softwood timbers attached to timber posts. Hedera helix could be grown over the 
screen to provide dense cover. 
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Name TWO suitable grass species for EACH of the following types of lawn: 
i) hard wearing utility 
ii) shade tolerant 

 

Describe THREE reasons for excluding a high quality ornamental lawn from a garden design 

 

Q7a)  Most candidates were able to name suitable grass species for specific types of lawn 
and were awarded full marks. Suitable answers included: 

 

i) hard wearing utility 
Lolium perenne, Poa pratensis, Agrostis capillaris, Festuca rubra 
subsp. rubra. 
 

ii) Shade tolerant 
Festuca rubra subsp. rubra, Poa nemeralis, Poa trivialis, Lolium 
perenne. 
 

Q7b) The best candidates provided good descriptions of reasons for excluding a high 
quality ornamental lawn from a garden design and gained maximum marks. These 
included: 

 
A high quality ornamental lawn is generally higher maintenance than a utility lawn 
which may not be possible or desired by the home owner. 
 
Both establishment and maintenance costs of a high quality ornamental lawn are 
greater than for a utility lawn which the client may not be able to afford. 
 
A high quality ornamental lawn is not as durable as a utility lawn especially if it is 
used for children to play on, family pets or continuous walking on. This would cause 
damage through wear and tear to fine grass species. 
 
A high quality ornamental lawn may cause environmental issues due to the need for 
the regular application of ferti
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List FOUR 
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Wet ground around the 
pond. 

Slipping on wet ground 
causing sprains to ankles 
and cuts to hands. 
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Describe THREE distinct NAMED half hardy plants for seasonal bedding by completing the 

table below. 

Half hardy 
annual 

Decorative merit 

  

  

  

 

Name TWO distinct NAMED alpine or rock garden plants by completing the table below: 

Alpine or rock 
garden plant 

Decorative merit 

  

  

 

 

 

Q9a) Full marks were awarded to candidates who provided full descriptions of half hardy 

annual plants for seasonal bedding. Suitable answers included: 

  

Half hardy annual 

 

Decorative merit 

Salvia splendens ‘Vanguard’ 

 

Dense spikes of bright red flowers and 
bracts in summer and autumn. 

Tagetes patula 

 

Deeply divided leaves with single or double 
flowerheads in yellow, orange, red or 
brown. 

 

Lobelia erinus 

 

Fine spreading stems with tiny purple 
leaves. Masses of tiny two lipped flowers in 
shades of white, blue and purple. 

 

 

 

 Q9b) Candidates who were able to provide the decorative merit of a range of alpine or rock 

garden plants achieved maximum marks. These included:
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Describe the features of ONE NAMED formal and ONE NAMED informal garden design 

style y completing the table below: 

 

 Formal Informal 

NAMED garden 
design style 

  

TWO typical hard 
landscape 
features 

1. 1. 

2. 2. 

TWO typical soft 
landscape 
features 

1. 1. 

2. 2. 

 

    

 

Q10) Candidates who had a good understanding of both formal and informal garden 


