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Q2.  
 
a) Symptoms of Ash Dieback Disease were presented by most candidates with the most common 
�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���E�H�L�Q�J���µ�F�D�Q�N�H�U�V���R�Q���V�W�H�P�V�¶���Z�K�L�F�K���V�R�P�H���O�L�Q�N�H�G���W�R���µ�Q�H�F�U�R�W�L�F���J�L�U�G�O�L�Q�J���R�I��
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Q4. a) 

i) Stem and bulb eelworm has a complex 5 stage life cycle; however, the question did not call 

for the stages of the lifecycle to simply be stated, but for the lifecycle to be described. 

Relevant information such as male and female nematodes live within the plant tissue, 
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Q5. a) Many candidates were able to offer two suitable sources of information related to the safe 
use of pesticides.  Product label, COSHH assessment, LERAP assessment, FERA, COPR, Plant 
Protection Code of Practice, and manufacturer�¶s website are all acceptable answers. 

 
b) The scope for answers within this part of the question was very broad and whilst many 
candidates were able to provide some correct responses, few scored highly.  Most common 
responses given were risk assessment, checks of equipment to ensure it is in good working order, 
COSHH assessments, weather, PPE choice and various ways to describe carrying out some form 
of assessment of the environmental risk.  Other correct answers could have included an 
assessment of the risk to public, risk to pets and wildlife, operator exposure, site assessment and 
LERAP assessment. 
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Q6. a) It appears that candidates had limited knowledge of Fireblight overall and most could not 
�F�O�H�D�U�O�\���V�W�D�W�H���W�K�H���V�\�P�S�W�R�P�V���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�L�V���G�L�V�H�D�V�H�����R�Q�H���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�¶�V���D�Q�V�Z�H�U��
seemed to relate to a pest). 
Some candidates stated that the leaves would turn brown followed by early leaf fall when in fact 
the opposite is true, the leaves turn black and are retained on the tree giving the appearance of 
being scorched, shoots also shrivel and th�H�\���X�V�X�D�O�O�\���W�D�N�H���R�Q���D���V�K�D�S�H���U�H�P�L�Q�L�V�F�H�Q�W���R�I���D���V�K�H�S�K�H�U�G�¶�V��
crook.  Blossoms wilt and die, slimy white exudate, foxy brown staining of the wood, and cankers 
and areas of sunken bark were also mentioned by some candidates but in most cases just one or 
two were given. 
 
b) Again, the answers to this part of the question were not detailed enough to score well.  
Candidates needed to review the range of physical and cultural methods available. Very few 


