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ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS  

   MARKS 

Q1 a) 

 

 

 

 

 

b) 

Name TWO distinct materials suitable as a driveway surface. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Describe ONE way of improving the environmental sustainability of a new driveway. 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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      2 
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                                                                                                                                   Please see over/…..  





4 
 

 

Q2 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give reasons for planting a hedge rather than building a garden wall as a new 
feature in a garden under EACH of the following headings: 

i) TWO aesthetic comparisons 
ii) THREE environmental sustainability comparisons 

 

i)……………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

ii)………………………....…………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MARKS 
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                                                                                                                                     Please see over/…..  
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MARKS 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                                              Please turn over/…..  

Total Mark 
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   MARKS 

Q3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Name FIVE pond plants from different genera suitable for planting in a water 
features stated locations, and describe TWO decorative features, by completing the 
table below. 

Location in 
pond 
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   MARKS 

Q4 a) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

b) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Describe TWO ways in which turf contributes to the aesthetic of a garden. 

………………………………..………………………...……………………………

………………………………………………………..….……………………………

……………………….…………………………….…………………………………

……………….………………………………….……………………………………

……….……………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………….………………………………….……… 

………………………………..………………………...…………….………………

………………………………………………………..….……………………………

…………………….…………………………….……………………………………

…………….………………………………….………………………………………

…….……………………………………………………………………………….…

………………………………..………………………...……………………………

………………………………………………………..….……………………………

……….……………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………….………………………………….……… 

State TWO ways that turf improves the environmental sustainability of a garden 
compared hard surfaces. 

………………………………………….…………………………….……………… 

………………………………………………………..….……………………………

……….……………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………….………………………………….…………

……………………………………….
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   MARKS 

 c) 

 
 

 

Describe how the maintenance of turf can be made more sustainable. 

………………………………..………………………...……………………………

………………………………………………………..….……………………………

……………………….…………………………….…………………………………

……………….………………………………….……………………………………

……….……………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………….………………………………….………

………………………………..………………………...……
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   MARKS 

Q5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Describe FIVE ways in which garden paths can be designed to improve 
accessibility of garden users with visual impairment. 

……….……………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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   MARKS 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                              Please turn  over/…..  

Total Mark 
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   MARKS 

Q6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select FOUR NAMED trees from different genera suitable for a domestic garden 
and state for EACH their height and spread, and ONE decorative merit, by 
completing the table below: 

Name of tree  
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   MARKS 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

THIS PAGE IS DELIBERATELY LEFT BLANK, PLEASE TURN OVER 
FOR THE NEXT QUESTION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please turn over /….. 
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   MARKS 

Q7 a) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe THREE distinct contributions that a rock garden can make to the design of 
a garden. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

                                                                              

Please see over/…..  
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   MARKS 

 b) 

 

 

 

 
 

Describe TWO NAMED plants suitable for a scree garden. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………
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   MARKS 

Q8 a) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) 

State TWO characteristics of plants used for effective ground cover. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………..
Describe THREE NAMED evergreen plants from different genera suitable for 
ground cover planting by completing the table below: 

Plant name  
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c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe ONE way that ground cover plants may be set out from a planting plan. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….
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DO NOT USE THIS PAGE 
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Q1  
 
a. 
 
b. 
 
 
c. 

Question  
 
Name TWO distinct materials suitable as a driveway surface 
 
Describe ONE way of improving the environmental 
sustainability of a new driveway  
 
Describe THREE ways a driveway can be used to create 
contrast in a garden 
 
 

 
 

2 
 

2 
 

6 
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• Poured concrete driveways have a uniform texture that can be contrasted with surrounding 
plantings that have a softer, more varied texture, e.g. Hakonechola macra 

• Patterns of bricks in the driveway e.g. herringbone pattern contrast with regular-bond pattern of 
bricks in the adjacent house 

• Gravel can be used to create curved edges to the parking space to contrast the formality with 
straight edges of adjacent house 

• Gravel has a highly textured surface that can contrast with a smooth-textured York-stone pathway 
leading to house 

• Driveways create a void in the garden which is contrasted with surrounding plantings, which bring a 
vertical element to the space 
 

Responses to this question were quite mixed with the majority describing contrasts in colour and texture. 
Highest scoring candidates split each of their answers into stating a way contrast can be achieved, e.g. 
with colour, and then exemplifying it by naming the driveway hard landscaping material and examples of 
plants in the adjacent border that contrast that colour. Many candidates did not gain full marks because of 
lack of detail in their answers. A notable number of candidates suggested installing a sinuous driveway to 
contrast the geometric shapes of adjacent borders – whilst technically correct it is not usually practical to 
have a sinuous driveway in most properties and it would make more sense to have a rectilinear driveway 
and sinuous, organically shaped borders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   MARKS 
Q2  

 
Question  
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Give reasons for planting a hedge rather than building a 
garden wall as a new feature in a garden under EACH of the 
following headings: 
 

i. TWO aesthetic comparisons: 
ii. THREE Environmental sustainability comparisons: 

 

 
 
 

 
4 
6 

 

i. Expected answers included: 
• Hedges can suit both informal gardens and formal (if tightly clipped), whereas walls are generally 

more formal  
• In gardens backed by fields/countryside, hedges complement the surroundings whereas walls do 

not offer unity  
• Brick walls’ aesthetic doesn’t change throughout the year and have less interest whereas hedging 

varies with the season or offers seasonal interest, e.g. fresh green spring growth versus darker 
green in summer 

• Walls are typically visually impermeable and don’t allow any view through whereas deciduous 
hedges can allow semi-permeable views through in winter, adding interest to the winter garden 

Candidates must ensure they read command words carefully and ensure their answers are tailored to 
match – ‘comparisons’ requires every point to be comparative. Many answers did not directly compare 
hedges to walls and only referenced hedges, thereby limiting marks awarded. A notable proportion of 
candidates lacked detail in their answers and could not gain full marks. Detailed answers that included 
comparative detail gained full marks.  

 

ii. Expected answers included: 

• 
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c. 

State TWO ways that turf improves the environmental 
sustainability of a garden compared with  hard surfaces 
 
Describe how the maintenance of turf can be made more 
sustainable 
 

 
 

4 

 

a) 

Candidates were asked to describe two ways in which turf contributes to the aesthetic of a garden. 
Expected answers included: 

• Turf’s green colour unifies and complements surrounding plantings, creating a soft aesthetic 
• The green, relatively uniform/regular colour of turf contrasts to colourful flower borders 
• Turf can be striped with a roller, creating formal patterns 
• Turf art, where shapes are cut into the turf, creates a focal point and visual interest in a void 
• Turf creates a void that can enhance a vertical element within it (e.g. specimen tree) or surrounding 

it (e.g. shrub borders) 
 

Candidates generally had a good understanding of the aesthetic contributions of turf to a garden, with 
many answers including turf’s role in creating a foil to colourful surrounding planting and the role of striping 
lawns to create formality. Full marks could be awarded where candidates made a point and then 
qualified/exemplified it, for example ‘turf has a uniform green colour’ needs to be qualified with ‘which 
contrasts with flowering plants’ colour in adjacent borders’.  

A small number of candidates described turf’s contribution as a recreation surface, but this is not an 
aesthetic feature and could not gain marks. 

b) 

Candidates were asked to state two ways that turf improves the environmental sustainability of a garden in 
comparison to hard surfaces. Expected answers included: 

• Turf increases the biodiversity of a garden through the plant species and associated fauna where 
hard surfaces do not support much biodiversity 

• Turf is permeable to rainwater when many hard surfaces are not and contribute to higher levels of 
run-off/contribute to flooding 

• Turf from seed has a very low carbon footprint to install whereas hard landscaping has a high 
associated carbon footprint 

• Turf has a relative cooling effect in hot weather whereas hard surfaces absorb and radiate heat, 
making conditions less habitable for fauna and people 
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c) 

Candidates were asked to describe how the management of turf can be made more sustainable. Expected 
answers included: 

• Decrease frequency of mowing to reduce energy input required for mowing, which typically has a 
carbon-footprint 

• Use an electric mower which can be powered by renewable sources of electricity 
• Do not apply lawn herbicides, to allow broad-leaved plants to survive and increase the biodiversity 

of the lawn 
• Compost lawn clippings on site and use as a mulch to keep nutrient cycles within the site/don’t lose 

nutrients from site 
 

Candidates largely had a good idea of different ways to manage turf in more sustainable ways, though not 
all candidates made clear links between the management technique and sustainability. Those that did 
could be awarded full marks.  

Some candidates suggested using manual mowers to reduce the energy consumption of mechanised 
mowers – this is a more complicated issue as electric mowers recharged with renewable energy arguably 
negate this, especially as both manual and mechanised mowers have a manufacturing carbon footprint. 
Manual mowers versus petrol mowers and their associated refuelling carbon footprint is a clear and valid 
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Candidates were asked to describe five ways that garden paths can be designed to improve accessibility 
of garden users with visual impairment. Expected answers included: 

• Ensure paths are well-lit so users with some vision can make out the extent of the path 
• Install guide ropes along path edges 900mm high 
• 
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Select FOUR NAMED trees from different genera suitable for a 
domestic garden and state their height and spread, and ONE 
decorative merit, by completing the table below: 
 
Name of tree  Height and spread  Decorative merit  
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a)  Candidates were asked to describe three distinct contributions that a rock garden can make to the 
design of a garden. 

Expected answers included: 

• Utilise / enhance sloping site by embedding rocks into slope to appear as rocky outcrop 
• Creates height and 3D interest in a garden from topographical variation and the vertical 

faces of rocks 
• Creates a focal point: can provide a dominant feature as viewed from a key vantage point 
• Provides unity in material selection e.g. with natural stone used in the house or other hard 

landscape features 
• Provides visual unity with natural features i.e. with natural geology of surrounding 

landscape 
• Creates habitat for rock garden plants because rocks/crevices provide free drainage and 

largely unshaded conditions for alpine/ rock plants 
• Provides suitable visual setting for alpine/rock plants; these plants look natural juxtaposed 

with rocks/rock formations 
 
Responses were mixed with those candidates giving three distinct points and 
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c) 

Plant name  Decorative merit 
1 

Decorative merit 
2 
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• Planting density: number given for each area and plants set out onto ground at even spacings 
within area 

• Planting centres/individual locations shown: plants set out onto ground to scale using the centre-
points shown on plan 
 

Most candidates could not answer this with clarity and few gained full marks. The majority of candidates 
largely referenced planting plans and how plants might be displayed on a planting plan, and plants ordered 
from the planting plan, which was not relevant to the question, or general points about placing the 
specimen plants first which would not apply to groundcover plants. The setting out of plants is the process 
of relating the planting plan to placing plants onto the ground before planting them, ensuring the locations 
and spacings are correct. Specifically for ground cover plants: these are typically planted at a regular 
density and evenly spaced after calculating the number required for each area marked on the plan (e.g. 
aiming for 300mm centres). Alternatively, a scale plan with individual plant centres can be used to place 
plants based on their exact locations/centres on the plan.  
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