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Describe how to set out an irregular island bed from a scale plan. 
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 b) State THREE problems that could be encountered in the interpretation of a scale 
planting plan when setting out plants on the ground. 
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For the construction of a timber pergola; 

i) describe the foundations 
ii) give the specifications for the uprights 

iii) describe ONE method of attachment of the beams to the uprights   
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Describe FOUR distinct methods of reducing damp penetration into a garden wall.  
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v. curing 
Many candidates did not show an understanding of the curing process which ensures a strong bond. Many 
answers mentioned the need to “allow the concrete to dry fully”.  
The best answers included a time frame of several days, 48hrs plus. 
An example of a good answer included: 
Chemical process in which concrete hardens by hydration over several days. Water content must be kept 
constant during this time. The concrete may need misting with water or covering with damp hessian sacking 
to prevent water loss. 
 
 
Question 2 
Describe for a new parking area in a front garden: 
 
i) implications of ONE NAMED piece of planning legislation in relation to drainage (5) 
 
The majority of candidates were able to name SUDs (sust
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Question 3 
 
a) State THREE methods of controlling weeds while soil is being stored giving ONE limitation of EACH. (6) 
 
This part question was well answered by many candidates who gave examples such as 
 

�x hand weeding – limitations: labour intensive, ineffective with deep/fragile roots, could break up roots and 
cause further infestation 

�x chemical control using herbicide such as glyphosate- limitations: professional expertise/certification 
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Question 4 
 
a) Describe how to set out an irregular island bed from a scale plan. (7) 
 
Very few candidates gained all 7 marks, often omitting the initial stage of taking measurements from the 
scale plan and the final stage of marking out the island bed. 
 
Most candidates described the use of offsets to set out the bed on the ground. 
Those that included the establishment of reference points to position a fixed base line, or multiple base 
lines to increase accuracy, on plan and transfer these to the ground around the location of the bed, taking 
measurements along the base line to known points, and measuring out at a right angle to the known 
distance for several points on all sides of the bed, gained good marks. 
These points could then be joined to form the outline of the bed, using string or spray paint. 
 
Better candidates realised that two or three baselines would increase accuracy. 
 
b) State THREE problems that could be encountered in the interpretation of a scale planting plan when 

setting out plants on the ground. (3) 
  
A well answered question, the most often given problems were: 

�x Colour plan reproduced in black and white 

�x Symbols not clearly differentiated 

�x Plan has been photocopied to a different scale 

�x 
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Question 7 
 
a) Describe FOUR distinct methods of reducing damp penetration into a garden wall. (8) 
 
Candidates who named and then went on to describe 4 different methods to prevent water/damp 
penetrating a garden wall from the base or the top, gained marks. 
 
A large number of candidates also described methods of drainage for retaining walls and could not be 
awarded marks. 
Suitable answers could have included: 

�x Non permeable sheet material (i.e. plastic, bitumen felt) as damp proof course at base of wall, laid 
into the base course of brick.  

�x Engineering bricks, slate or tiles as damp proof course at base of wall. 

�x Slate or stone coping at top of wall which overhangs and with a drip groove, directing water away 
from the wall 

�x Rendering or tanking of the wall sides, using concrete render. 

�x Angled or weather struck pointing, angled into the recess, sloping away from the joint  
 
b) Specify the materials and mix ratio for the mortar when building a garden wall with concrete blocks. (2) 
 
Candidates who named 1 x part Ordinary Portland Cement (OPC) and 5 x parts builder's sand gained full 
marks. Answers in the range 1:4 -1:6 were accepted. 
Many candidates missed marks by suggesting a different ratio or not naming a specific sand as builders. 
Candidates suggesting the use of sharp sand and ballast did not gain full marks. 
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Question 8 
 
a) State the purpose of a gravel board for ONE NAMED type of fence. (2) 
 
Candidates must first name a type of fence which could incorporate a gravel board. Named fences could 
be: Post and panel or Featherboard / Close board. 
The correct purpose of a gravel board most often given was to hold a timber fence away from damp 
soil/ground to prevent water ingress into timber, preventing rotting.  The purpose could also be to retain soil 
on sites with small level changes on the boundary/fence line. 
Candidates who simply said the purpose was to “stop timber 


