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ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS

MARKS
Q1 a) Describe TWO characteristics of plants suitable for a sub-tropical bedding scheme,
giving an appropriate plant example for EACH by completing the table below.
Characteristic Named Plant Example
1.
2
2.
2
b) Describe THREE site preparation tasks that should be carried out before planting to
benefit a sub-tropical bedding scheme. 6

Please see over/.....



MARKS

....................................................................................................... Total Mark




MARKS
Q2 a) State TWO NAMED distinct plants suitable for training/pruning for EACH of the
following techniques by completing the table below.

Training/pruning Named plant 1

b)



MARKS

c) Describe formative pruning for a plant to be used for pleaching.

Total Mark

Please turn over/.....




MARKS

Q3 a) State TWO characteristics of a living wall.

b) State TWO benefits of installing a living wall. 2

Please see overl/.....




MARKS
c) Describe THREE management considerations when planning a site for a living wall. 6
Total Mark
Please turn over/.....




MARKS

Q4 a) State TWO reasons why water conservation is important in a garden.

b) Describe FOUR distinct



MARKS

Total Mark




MARKS

Q5 a) State FOUR distinct factors that need to be considered when selecting a site for a
wildflower meadow.

10



MARKS
b) Describe the establishment and maintenance of a wildflower meadow under EACH of
the following headings:
i) site preparation 4
ii) weed management for the established meadow 2
Total Mark

Please turn over/.....
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MARKS

Q6 Describe the training and formative pruning of a maiden whip/unfeathered tree, to
produce a fan trained peach under EACH of the following headings:

i) yearl
i) year2

o1 Ol

Please see overl/.....
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MARKS
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R3114

UNDERSTANDING A RANGE OF SPECIALIST ELEMENTS IN THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF GARDEN & URBAN PLANTINGS

Level 3

Thursday 9 February 2023

Candidates Registered TBC Total Candidates Passed TBC 71%
Candidates Entered 49 TBC%  Passed with Commendation 14 29%
Candidates Absent/Withdrawn TBC TBC%  Passed 21 43%
Candidates Deferred TBC TBC%  Failed 14 29%

General comments

Some candidates gave more answers than asked for in the question, which resulted in the excess not being
marked.
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Ql a)

b)

Ql a)

b)

MARKS

Describe TWO characteristics of plants suitable for a sub-tropical bedding scheme,
giving an appropriate plant example for EACH by completing the table below.

Characteristic Named Plant Example

Describe THREE site preparation tasks that should be carried out before planting to
benefit a sub-tropical bedding scheme.

Many candidates gave good answers with two clear plant examples and with good
descriptions of characteristics related to sub-tropical bedding such as exotic looking
architectural foliage, Canna indica, or hot bright coloured flowers such as Celosia
argentea var. cristata.

Marks were lost for incorrect examples and/or poor spelling and only naming a Genus
but no species, or giving weak/limited descriptive detail of characteristics. Some
candidates just stated a comment such as ‘tender’ and the temperature range
required.

Most candidates gained high marks by describing site preparation tasks related to
sub-
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Q2

Q2

a)

b)

a)

b)

State TWO NAMED distinct plants suitable for training/pruning for EACH of the
following techniques by completing the table below.

Training/pruning Named plant 1 Named plant 2

Pleaching

Pollarding

State TWO reasons for pleaching plants.

Describe formative pruning for a plant to be used for pleaching.

Most candidates scored highly with good fully named suitable plants for each of the
subjects. Such as Carpinus betulus for pleaching and Eucalyptus pauciflora for
pollarding.

Candidates lost marks by incorrect spelling of plant names, by only stating a Genus
and not full botanic name, or using common names.

Several very good answers given, with reasons, for pleaching, such as:
providing screening at height above a wall,
creating an avenue as a walkway and/or create a view to a focal point and
better use of well-rotted space creating area underneath for further planting.

Marks were lost for very brief statements or no clear reason.

Good marks were achieved by candidates who described formative pruning only, as
per the question and included details of the time of year/season when tasks are to be
carried out, how many buds to prune to, and where. e.g., laterals, sub-laterals and
leader and clearing of trunk to a specified height etc.

For example

In winter — prune back to 1-4 buds, shorten laterals by a third, prune sub-laterals to 3-
4 buds, prune leader when desired height is reached.

Marks were not awarded for tasks such as planting, training, tying in and general
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MARKS






Q5 a)
b)
Q5 a)
b)

MARKS

State FOUR distinct factors that need to be considered when selecting a site for a
wildflower meadow.

Describe the establishment and maintenance of a wildflower meadow under EACH of
the following headings:

i) site preparation
ii) weed management for the established meadow

Most candidates gained good marks by giving four suitable factors such as:

open sunny site;
the fertility of the topsoil, because low fertility is better to allow wildflowers to
establish;

the existing vegetation, as indicating what types of plants will thrive in that
habitat;
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Q6 Describe the training and formative pruning of a maiden whip/unfeathered tree, to
produce a fan trained peach under EACH of the following headings:

i) yearl
i) year?2

Q6
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